Severe intraventricular hemorrhage and withdrawal of support in preterm infants.
The objective of the study was to determine whether withdrawal of support in severe 'intraventricular hemorrhage' (IVH), that is, IVH grade 3 and periventricular hemorrhagic infarction (PVHI), has decreased after publication of studies that show improved prognosis and to examine cranial ultrasonograms, including PVHI territories defined by Bassan. Retrospective cohort of preterm infants from 23 0/7 to 28 6/7 weeks' gestation in 1993 to 2013. Among the 1755 infants, 1494 had no bleed, germinal matrix hemorrhage (GMH) or IVH grade 2, 137 had grade 3 IVH and 124 had PVHI. The odds of withdrawal of support, adjusted for severity of GMH-IVH and baseline variables, did not decrease after publications showing better prognosis. Among 82 patients who died with PVHI, 76 had life support withdrawn, including 34 without another contributing cause of death. The median number of PVHI territories involved was three. Withdrawal of support adjusted for severity of GMH-IVH did not significantly change after publications showing better prognosis.